historically and in prospect. There are sections on the medical practitioner's role in management, and the community physician: the relative isolation of the MOH from the rest of the health service in the present structure is emphasized. There are, two comprehensive but repetitive sections on ntursing management and administration, in the all too familiar jargon of 'Salmon'. Referring to middle management, the contributor writes: 'It is perhaps the most vital of the recommendations which have been made for the structure of the profession because, by combining the use of clinical and management skills, it will allow for the maximum potential development of nursing expertise. These officers will give support to nursing staff and will undertake day-to-day responsibility for control of the clinical situation and promote professional knowledge in the interest of providing an expert nursing service. It is at this level that direct links could be established with the community nursing services for planning a programme in relation to the discharge of patients, and care and after-care with consultation and collaboration on specialized rehabilitative measures or supportive care needed by an individual.' Nowhere has the new nurse staffing structure failed more disastrously than at this '7' level, where nursing expertise has been subordinated to administration. An excellent series of 'reorganization' programmes in the clinical field is described: 'simulation models' have been used to study in detail the practical effect of change in admission habits and operating programmes. There are excellent sections on finance and operational research, and it is this line of thought which clearly has inspired the colossal schemes for administrative metamorphosis outlined in the management arrangements for the reorganized NHS, recently published by DHSS. This is an informative and stimulating book, though the general language throughout is that of the theoretician. In the face of the increasing tide of administrative change these matters cannot be ignored, but those who have laboured on in hopeful expectancy since 'Porritt 1962' may perhaps be forgiven for a certain degree of scepticism. 'Challenges for Change'. a recent collection of essays on similar problems (ed. G McLachlan, 1971 , Oxford University Press), is partially answered in this valuable new book which certainly should be read by consultants and those on HMCs and Boards of Governors whom the editor describes as 'loyal and industrious people whose skills and the time they are able to devote to this work are not sufficient to do this task efficiently'. Rabies has spread widely in recent years and caused much concern partly because it is one of the few diseases which when it affects man is still invariably fatal. The present pandemic of rabies curiously corresponds with a period when a vocal minority of dog lovers aims at doing away with quarantine regulations. An appraisal of the current situation regarding the disease is therefore opportune.
This new work is certainly comprehensive and includes reports on the situation regarding animals, man and vaccination in reporting countries of all continents. This section occupies the major part of the book -273 of its 480 pages. There are also chapters on the vectors, bats as vectors, the virus, human rabies, animal vaccination, rabies control and the future. Throughout the literature is extensively reviewed and there are many references. Considerable emphasis is given to the disease in animals, its epidemiology, public health aspects and means ofcontrol.
The chapter on human rabies occupies 69 pages and the pathology, clinical, diagnostic and other features of the disease in man are well covered. If a second edition is called for it would be helpful to have more in the section on the practical management of persons who have been bitten by dogs. Instructions as to what to do in these circumstances form the basis of a question commonly posed by practitioners.
A small point that the publishers might note is that the heading of every page throughout the book is just 'Rabies'. Some indication of the title of the chapter would be much more useful.
The book will be of particular value to epidemiologists and public health workers but all concerned with rabies in any form will find it of immense value. It may well become the standard reference text. A W WOODRUFF
